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Dear Nautilus Families, 
One of our school goals is to have all scholars increase their participation in at least 95% of classroom instructional 
time from 55% attending more than 95% in 15-16 to 62% attending more than 95% in   16-17.  This means students 
are absent less than about eight days a school year.  Currently, we have 64% of our students attending school more 
than 95% of the time.  This can change daily, so even though we are a tad bit over  our  goal, we need to keep up 
the positive attendance.  Some things we are working on include:  we are honoring students who have perfect attend-
ance each month (this went up 75 students from November 2015 to November 2016), honoring the classrooms who 
have the greatest percentage of perfect attendance, and we are working on reducing student tardies through our “Beat 
the Bell” program.  Although our absences are still high, I think our efforts are paying off.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another goal we have is:  Students and families will increase the percentage participating in student-led conferences at 

Nautilus from 87% in Spring 16 to 90% attending in Fall 2016 and Spring 2017.  Thank you to all the    families who 

attended SLCs and to all the staff members who worked in  different capacities to make our goal a reality.  Drumroll 

……. 98% of our families attended Student Led Conferences in November 2016!!!  I am so proud!  We will continue 

to make this a focus when we have conferences in March and I welcome any feedback you have on our SLC (please 

email it to me at slucas@fwps.org).  

 

With Winter Break approaching, I have had some parents ask, “What can I help my child with over break?”  Winter 

Break is a perfect time to work on Reading and Math.  If kids are looking for things to do, they can always continue 

with their Read and Lead (PTSA has a bunch of cool prizes) or spend time on Dreambox.  Two weeks is a long time to 

not be working on school work, so any encouragement you can give your kids would be greatly appreciated.  Remem-

ber, our new reading program, IRLA requires 30 minutes a night.  You can help encourage this over the break! 

 

Dreambox: https://play.dreambox.com/login/fk25/nautilusks 

Click on teacher 

User Name:  ID Number 

Password:  learn  

 

Mrs. Anderson, our wonderful librarian, has also been working with our students on Hour of Code activities.  The kids 

LOVE this!  I’ve sent the link to my six-year-old niece in Spokane because there are Disney themed sites.  Can’t wait 

to hear how she likes it.  Search for Hour of Code in a search engine or check out: 

https://code.org/learn 

 

I hope your break is full of rest, family, and tons of fun!  See you in 2017! 

 

Proud to be a Navigator! 

Stacy Lucas,  Principal 
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Each Scholar:  A Voice.  A Dream.  A BRIGHT Future. 

 September October November 

Tardies 111 188 156 

Absences 390 496 474 

Perfect Attendance 245 Students 185 Students 222 Students 
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Important Dates 

 

December 16 

8:30 AM Celebration  

Assembly & Winter 

Sing A Long 

 

Dec. 19—Jan. 2 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

 

January 3 

Welcome Back! 

 

Read & Lead Due 

 

January 10 

3rd Gr. Concerts 

8:30 AM Assembly 

6:30 PM evening  

Performance 

 

January 11 

Early Dismissal 

@ 1:10 PM 

 

January 13 

Read & Lead Prize Day 

 

January 16 

NO SCHOOL 

MLK Jr. Day 

 

January 20th  

Cookie Day 

 

Science on Wheels  

Assembly 

Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten registration for the 2017-

2018 school year will begin the end of 

January.  To register a student for      

kindergarten you will need your child’s 

birth certificate, their immunization   

record, and proof of your residency.  

 

Children must be 5 years of age by      

August 31, 2017 to be eligible to start 

kindergarten next fall. 
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Winter Clothing  

-Winter weather is here, which means 

that we have days that are rainy and 

colder. Please remember when the chill 

sets in and the rain begins, students 

should come to school with appropriate 

sweaters or coats, mittens, hoods, good 

shoes and hats. Our students go out to 

recess in all kinds of weather, children 

benefit from the fresh air and activity.  

-The Health Room does not have extra 

clothing for children who get wet at   

recess. Please pack a change of clothes 

in your child’s backpack for such    

emergencies.  

-Labeling all your child’s coats, hats, 

scarves, lunchboxes and any other attire 

will help these find their way back to 

your student quickly. Encourage your 

child to visit the Lost and Found to look 

for misplaced articles.  

 

School Supplies 

School has been in session 

for a semester and it may 

be time for some school 

supplies to be replenished.  

Please check with your 

children and see what they 

may need. 

WSP Clearance 
Volunteers at school and PTSA events 

need to have a Washington State Patrol 

clearance to help out.  Forms are availa-

ble in the office or we could send one 

home with your student.  The form takes 

about 2 weeks for a clearance and are 

good for 2 years. 

Enjoy a good book during 
your time off!  Don’t     
forget to record your Read 
& Lead minutes which are 
due on the Monday we  
return! 

Thank you to our 

awesome volunteers!  

You worked 565.75 

hours in November 

Notes from the Family Liaison 

 

Keep an eye out!   

After Winter Break, staff will be at carpool handing out signs 

with last names in order to help with keeping carpool quick 

and safe.  Each family will receive 3 name tags for their use.  

We ask that family members/pickup helpers place the sign in 

the passenger side dashboard so that we can call your stu-

dents quickly and get them to the right place.    

Thank you for your help with our attempts to keep carpool 

safe and quick! 



Nauti lus  K-8  

Holiday Stress  
The holidays can bring to mind celebration, love, joy, happiness, time with family, 

good food and friendships.  Holidays can also be a time of enormous stress for fam-

ilies and children. This time of year can increase stress through the lack of money, 

lack of sleep, irritability, excessive demands on time and     intense family relation-

ships. People of any age who are stressed are more likely to become physically sick, 

feel sad or seriously depressed, have sleep problems, over eat or under eat, drink 

alcohol or consume drugs in excess, and have a lack of energy.  

Tips for reducing holiday stress:  

 

Set realistic expectations. about gifts and activities. Openly discuss finances 

and money available for the    holidays.  

Keep things in perspective. Identify and focus on what is r eally impor tant 

about the season to you and your family.  

Make connections. Meet and celebrate with family and fr iends who you have 

good strong relationships with.  

Take care of yourself. Ask for  and accept help if you need it. Try to keep regu-

lar eating and sleeping, and exercising    routines. Take more vitamin C, which 

helps stop the secretion of stress hormones. Take short breaks periodically (1 to 5 

minutes) to breathe deeply and relax.  

Learn from the past. Avoid things that have made you unhappy, or  have been 

particularly stressful, in the past.  

Laugh as much as possible. Laughing reduces physical signs of stress in your  

body, improves mood and even helps you fight off viruses.  
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Battle of the Books 2017  

 

Battle of the Books is a fun 

reading competition for 4th and 

5th grade    students. Below is 

the list of 16 books that teams 

need to read by the first of 

March and be ready to answer 

questions on all of them. En-

courage your Scholars to begin 

reading books off the Battle of 

the Book list now and over the 

holiday break.  Watch for more 

info to come.  

 

1. Absolutely Almost  

by Lisa Graff  

2. Loot by Jude Watson  

3. The Fourteenth Goldfish  

by Jennifer Holm  

4. Rain Reign by Ann Martin  

5. Iron Trial: Magisterium 

Book, 1 by Holly Black and 

Cassandra Clare  

6. Kinda Like Brothers  

by Coe Booth  

7. Gaby, Lost and Found  

by Angela Cervantes  

8. Mountain Dog  

by Margarita Engle  

9. Space Case by Stuart Gibbs  

10. Dash by Kirby Larson  

11. Zane and the Hurricane  

by Rodman Philbrick  

12. Eddie Red  

Undercover : Mystery on  

Museum Mile by Marcia Wells  

13. The Forbidden Library  

by Django Wexler  

14. Ranger in Time: Rescue on 

the Oregon Trail  

by Kate Messner  

15. Shelter Pet Squad:  

Jelly Bean by Cynthia Lord  

16. Hilo, the Boy Who Crashed 

to Earth by Judd Winick  

Attendance Corner 

 

 DID YOU KNOW? 
• Students should miss no more than 9 days of school each year to stay en-

gaged, successful and on track to graduation. 

• Absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling 

with school work, dealing with a bully or facing some other potentially serious 

difficulty. 

• By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of 

high school. 

• By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better predictor of graduation 

rates than 8th grade test scores. 

• Missing 10 percent, or about 18 days, of the school year can drastically affect 

a student’s academic success.  

• Students can be chronically absent even if they only miss a day or two every 

few weeks. 

• Attendance is an important life skill that will help your child graduate from col-

lege and keep a job. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Make school attendance a priority 

• Talk about the importance of showing up to school everyday, make that the 

expectation. 

• Help your child maintain daily routines, such as finishing homework and get-

ting a good night’s sleep. 

• Try not to schedule dental and medical appointments during the school day. 

• Don’t let your child stay home unless truly sick. Complaints of headaches or 

stomach aches may be signs of anxiety. 



Highly Capable Program Seeks Students in Grades K-11 

If you are considering your child for Highly Capable Services, please see the information below.  There is a 
Highly Capable Referral Window from December 12 – January 20 where families are invited to refer their child 
for Highly Capable Services.  If your child is a current 2nd grader, you do not need to complete a referral 
form.  All 2nd graders in the Federal Way School District take the assessment that determines HiCAP Ser-
vices.  If you have questions about this, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
  

Highly Capable Program Seeks Students in Grades K-11 

  
Referrals to be considered to receive Highly Capable Services starting in the 2017-2018 school year for stu-
dents in grades 1-11 will be accepted from Monday, December 12, 2016 through Friday, January 20, 
2017.  Any referred Kindergarten student who is identified as eligible to receive highly capable services will 
have the opportunity to start services during the current school year.  Federal Way Public Schools pro-
vides services and opportunities for highly capable students to stretch themselves academically. 
  
Here are some signs your student may be Highly Capable and may benefit from Highly Capable Services: 

Is your student intellectually engaged and highly involved in activities? 

Is your student not just TOP of the group, but BEYOND the group? 

Does your student absorb information and then manipulate it? 

Does your student think creatively to solve problems? 

Does your student think independently and at times challenge authority? 

Does your student take risks consistently because he/she wants to know what will happen? 

  
Parents, staff, students, and community members can all refer any student currently enrolled in grades K-11 in 
Federal Way Public Schools.  To refer a student, complete the online form at:  

 English:  https://goo.gl/forms/VE7GbW4md56EOFBD2 

Korean:  https://goo.gl/forms/6wkrt7VPwgoO08BH2 

Russian:  https://goo.gl/forms/rJTpFzMVWzpmrKeu2 
Spanish:  https://goo.gl/forms/Hdmd7grqzQuGg8ki2 

Printed copies of the referral form are attached (English, Korean, Russian, and Spanish versions availa-
ble). When complete, please return any printed forms to Federal Way Public Schools; Educational Service Cen-
ter; ATTN:  Highly Capable Services; 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way, WA 98003.  Referrals must be re-
ceived at the Educational Service Center no later than January 20th in order to be considered. 
  
These referrals serve only to initiate a process to evaluate eligibility to receive highly capable services.  
  
If you have any questions about the HiCAP process, please do not hesitate to reach out to our Highly Capable 
Leads at Nautilus K-8, Mrs. McFarlane (kmcfarla@fwps.org) or Ms. Burgett (tburgett@fwps.org). Thank you. 
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